
Resource 6

UNISON VALUES CONTRASTED TO REFORM UK!

Reform UK are a marmite party attracting minority support. They should not be over-talked but we should be ready with responses to those tempted by their populist messaging. Yet nor should they be underestimated after polling the highest vote achieved by a far-right party in the UK in the recent General Election (4 million votes – 14%). If talking to members who have been on their website, we need to be aware of what they are promising and why it is flawed. Up front and central are promises by their leader to 

· REFORM SAY Stand up for British culture, identity and values 
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN Code for an all-white Britain where different perspective, rights and values  to their own conservative views are suppressed. 
· REFORM SAY Freeze immigration and stop the boats 
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN  Who can say? The Tories promised tens of thousands but left immigration higher. Most come here for work because local people are not trained or wages too low.  We need investment not tough talk or false promises. We need safe routes for genuine asylum seekers and fast processing, which also means investment. 
· REFORM SAY Restore law and order 
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN : Right wing parties always say this but never deliver. We urgently need investment in police, police staff, probation to tackle crime and nip its causes in the bud. 
· REFORM SAY Repair our broken public services.
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN Insurance scheme, not the NHS, bring in private sector managers and cut corners. 
· REFORM SAY Cut taxes to make work pay. 
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN The Tories promised this yet tax rates are the highest since the 1960s.  They want to cut taxes because they have given up on wages rising. If you want work to pay, pay better wages. Yet this talk suggests public services will be cut. 
· REFORM SAY End government waste.
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN We heard that in 2010. Austerity by any other name. In 2013, when asked about Tory cuts at their height, their leader replied” what cuts, there haven’t been any yet”. 
· REFORM SAY Slash energy prices. Abandon investments in clean energy and go full steam ahead with unsustainable and costly fossil fuels.  Their opposition to tackling climate change will drive, not curtail,  immigration going forward.
· REFORM SAY Unlock real economic growth. 
     WHAT DO REFORM MEAN Cut taxes for big firms, get rid of workers rights and unleash the market. Growth needs investment. A repeat of 2010-14 turbo-charged is a proven failure. 

MONITORING REFORM GOING FORWARD
UNISON will offer a full comparison of Reform proposals and how they clash with our own values over time. We will elaborate these themes with detail. For now let us reflect on their policies on immigration policies which are at the heart of the debate on their being a far-right party. They have driven a xenophobic narrative, putting population growth at the heart of all our problems, and repeatedly blaming people moving. This inflamed the recent riots. Reform UK oppose all the policies that might ease immigration. They oppose overseas aid to help people to stay safe at home. They oppose climate change action that will drive refugees. They have no strategy to invest in skills for British workers to fill vacancies. Their claim immigration threatens wages here is because of bad employers, not numbers of people. The main cause of low wages is lack of investment in productivity. IN THE MEANTIME WE WILL PUSH THE NEW GOVERNMENT TO DELIVER HOPE, NOT ALLOW A SECOND RE-RUN OF THE LAST 14 YEARS OF FAILURE. 

	HOPE NOT HATE ON REFORM UK.

Reform UK are a threat to progressive values everywhere
Reform UK are anti workers rights and anti union
Lee Anderson "These idiotic union leaders need to focus on the real enemy of the working class which is the Labour Party they help fund.
"The Unions and the Labour Party are no friend of the working class or our pensioners."

Reform UK’s manifesto made pledges to repeal employment laws. They have said ‘We must make it easier to hire and fire’  They have also said they will ‘Replace the 2010 Equalities act and scrap Diversity, Equality and Inclusion rules’. All of which would remove key protections from workers.

Reform UK are climate deniers
Reform UK have called for the fast-tracking of oil and gas licences in the North Sea. They also wants to prevent farmland from being used for solar panels and scrap environmental measures including ULEZ, low traffic neighbourhoods, 20 mph zones, and bans on petrol or diesel cars.

According to DeSmog, the climate misinformation organisation, 92% of Reform’s money comes from oil and gas interests and climate deniers. In the last five years, Reform has accepted more than £2.3 million from these sources, including £200,000 from a director of the Global Warming Policy Foundation, the climate denial pressure group.


Reform UK can’t be trusted to fix the NHS
During the 2024 General Election leadership debates Nigel Farage claimed that more investment won’t work and ‘the model through which we fund the NHS is wrong’. The Reform UK manifesto offered up tax cuts to private healthcare and in 2014 Nigel Farage told UKIP supporters that the NHS should move to an insurance based system run by private companies.

Reform UK on Women
A number of Reform UK candidates in the 2024 General Election were found to have made disparaging remarks about women

A Trade Unionist response to Reform UK
The anti-fascist movement would not exist without the trade union movement. It is as simple as that. The trade union movement has a long and storied tradition of fighting facism, often side by side with HOPE not hate.

Trade unionists know full well that the far right is the enemy of working people. Not only does it target workers with campaigns of hate, but the far right is specifically anti-union and anti-workers’ rights.

Exactly 20 years ago, HOPE not hate and trade unions campaigned side by side to stop the British National Party from growing in the North West and beyond.

That campaign was built on a deep understanding of why people are attracted to far-right politics, and the need to provide hopeful narratives that cut through.

Whilst it’s clear that a Labour Government must deliver, together we once again have a role in providing local antidotes to their far right hate.

Reform UK are targeting communities across the UK who have been hit worse by austerity, cost of living and the pandemic. They hope to capitalise on the pessimism and anti-politics sentiment felt in these communities, and give simplistic and populist answers to complex problems. However their values show time and time again that they are no friends of the working class .







