
Resource 5 - REFORM UK:  WHY THEY ARE FAR RIGHT BUT MOST OF THEIR VOTERS ARE NOT, AND HOW TO RESPOND!

Groups like Hope not Hate are unapologetically clear that Reform UK are far-right. “We only have to look at Farage’s own history of racism, xenophobia and misogyny and his calls for Britain to leave the European Convention on Human Rights as proof.” Reform UK do not call for an overthrow of democracy but both  oppose fundamental elements of liberal democracy and  have a worrying track record of undermining trust in institutions and the wider democratic process.   To call them fascist would lack credibility and make us look desperate. Yet they are bad enough as it is, we need to call them out for the threat they bring.  What is true is, amidst a fag, a pint and xenophobic language, their leader seeks to curry favour as insurgent or anti-establishment, yet is a wealthy pro-market Thatcherite whose lifelong beliefs threaten public services and working people.

	Understanding the Reform UK vote
HOPE not hate have polled 4000 Reform UK voters and it’s clear that these voters are not one monolithic bloc. Our polling suggests that instead of attempting to convince hardcore Reform voters that they are wrong to dislike immigrants, it is much better to  identify the softer Reform voter, who concerns about immigration might stem from economic insecurity and pessimism. 

As our polling shows, there are many other issues on which we could engage Reform voters 
and, especially when done in partnership with other organisations, can achieve small local wins which will help us demonstrate that politics can change if communities come together.

· Over three quarters (77.4%) of all Reform voters supported regulating water companies in order to clean up rivers, lakes and seas in the UK.
· Half of all Reform voters (49%) backed Labour’s plan to “improve workers’ rights by banning zero-hour contracts, ending fire and rehire and strengthening sick pay”, while 46% liked the proposal to “bring the rail companies under public control”.
· The proportions in support of some of these policies swell even further amongst certain groups of Reform voters. While only 41% of Reform voters in social group AB back the improvement in workers’ rights, this figure jumps to 58% amongst C2DE. This rises to 61% amongst Reform voters who backed Labour in 2019.
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