
Resource 4 - WHO ARE THE FAR RIGHT – GLOSSARY OF TERMS

‘Far-right’ is an umbrella term which covers a range of actors. From divisive and opportunistic politicians, using hate for political gain, to those who ideologically hate or blame minorities. Whether aggressive demonstrations aimed at asylum seekers or long-established Muslim or other communities or peaceful campaigns, which ironically may be more dangerous in the long term in inciting hatred and division all the more convincingly than more extreme actors. We need to accurately describe those we challenge. It is not helpful to  describe Reform UK as fascists. The  threat they pose is bad enough without exaggeration that threatens our credibility with most people looking on. Our goal is neither to convince or insult a hardened extremist, but to reach over their heads  to convince most people that we have their back and the far-right don’t. Political descriptions are not scientific or precise, but they help us make sense.  You are recommended to follow groups like Hope not Hate (  https://hopenothate.org.uk/ ) for information as they have close intelligence on and regularly monitor the far right. 

“FAR RIGHT” -   is an umbrella term which extends from the fascist right, who would overthrow our democracy, to  include those who, whilst accepting the essence of democracy, oppose fundamental elements of liberal democracy, the system built on the concept that every human being has inherent dignity and universal rights. 

THE FASCIST RIGHT – has  included groups like the National Front and the BNP, who espouse an ‘all-white’ Britain, with extreme means of bringing this about, targeting those they believe don’t belong and all  who challenge this. Current variants include Patriotic Alternative and Britain First. The group National Action included terrorists, one of whom planned to kill a North West MP. Fascism is an extreme form, as evidenced by the regimes of the 1930s and the term should not be diluted by use against more moderate actors. 

THE NON-FASCIST RIGHT – Hope not Hate, who led the successful campaign against the BNP between 2002 and 2014, held a consultation with supporters about parties like UKIP. Whilst not fascist, it was noted that the divisive and hateful nature of much of their approach called for a response by anti-racists and anti-fascists. This similarly applies to Reform UK. See below why we see Reform UK as far right and what this means. Yet it should be repeated, the less extreme objectives of the anti-fascist right may make it possible to do more damage and take the politics of hate further than those who are more visibly extreme. 

TOMMY ROBINSON – organised the English Defence League which sought to aggressively demonstrate in Muslim areas. He later left the EDL which has declined. He is one of Britain’s most notorious far right activists, with high name recognition and a large social media following. His approach involves tarring the whole Muslim community as extremist. His extreme and aggressive approach, and his appalling, Islamophobic targeting of one group means he should not be underestimated as a threat to modern Britain. 

POST ORGANISATIONAL FAR RIGHT – even after our campaigning over two decades has driven extreme parties to the margins, eternal vigilance is still needed as they still stand in elections and target directly migrants to our country. Yet far right parties are struggling for now . A new threat is posed  through on-line radicalisation as far more people are regularly reading far right messages. The recent riots saw people quickly come together from this source, without being members of any recognised organisation. 



MOST IMPORTANTLY – in calling out these threats, we must avoid implying people who are curious about their messages are far-right themselves. This drives people towards them. Our job is not to fuel a culture war dividing Britain down the middle, but to isolate extremists. 





