
Resource 3 - TEN UNION PRINCIPLES LEADING TO CHALLENGING THE FAR RIGHT

It is not wrong, in fact sensible, for any society to discuss the ideal, sustainable,  population level  in the long term. It is not wrong , indeed is urgent , to seek to tackle push factors that force people to move from their homes. It is wrong to begin that conversation with an immediate panic and   scaremongering targeting of certain people the far right don’t think should be here. Since industrialisation, the UK has managed greater population change than any likely in the future by planning for the people that are there, rather than as the far right would have us, stubbornly refuse to plan for people they believe should not be there. We just need to build affordable houses, invest in our services but to do that we need an active enabling state that fixes things, not a stand back state that lets people struggle and blames migrants for its own feeble failure. 

1. WAGES: If growing population was the main driver of wages, wages would have been falling since the Black Death. The drivers of good wages are; investment, productivity, funding our services and good labour standards. In limited cases where labour markets are not working, we need Labour’s New Deal for Workers, helping strengthen unions, or  our Migrant Workers’ charter to help tackle. 

1. JOBS AND WORK: There is no fixed number of jobs. If there were, unemployment would continually rise. It doesn’t, it goes up and down with the economy, not population. More people is not just more job applicants but more skills and more people needing things which drives job creation. Many hands make light work rather than too many cooks spoil the broth. 

1. NHS: The NHS has always relied on British workers receiving help from abroad. More training and better pay, status and career structures could make this the number one choice of our kids. Yet if that doesn’t happen, labour from overseas helps and until we fix, we need this to fix our NHS. 

1. POVERTY: the greatest poverty in the UK is often seen in areas that people with skills and money are leaving, literally leaving behind their former neighbours. More people can rescue declining communities from this fate.

1. PENSIONS: In an ageing society, with a declining birth rate,  where many lose their health before the retirement age, until we can invest to boost productivity of working people, we may continue to need more younger people of working age to afford our   pensions.

1. HOUSING: The only time Britain hasn’t  had a housing crisis was when we built enough affordable social homes at low rents to help those that want save for a deposit. The housing market alone won’t fix. To blame people needing a home for a system that thrives on shortage is plain wrong. Whilst low spending on training, until we sort,  means we may rely on help from overseas to build those homes.

1. CLIMATE CHANGE: The biggest cause of migration, both global and internal, is likely to be climate change unless we rapidly fix. Reform UK and other far right groups oppose climate action. Reform Leader wanted a Referendum on net zero and to push ahead with oil and other carbon fuels. 

1. LEVELLING UP THE WORLD: Making everywhere safe and decent to live is the only practical way to stabilise population movement. Yet the far right oppose overseas aid and oppose global co-operation to fix world problems. Push factors like famine, disease, war, climate crisis and poverty can drive forced migration. Yet most people move close to where they begin, they don’t want to come here. We need a global effort to improve our world for all, which itself would create a ‘win-win’ economic boom like when we helped fix starving Europe after World War II.

1. WOMEN: Global population is stabilising and could begin to fall as women assert their rights to a better life. Yet in the UK, since 2010, austerity is the main driver of falling birth rates as high costs of childcare and low incomes obstruct those wanting children. Until we fix, this could drive immigration regardless of tough talk by the far right.

1. BALANCE NOT EXTREMES: A number of countries are facing sharp population collapse,  as birth rates fall. The UK is quite not there due to immigration. Yet most people come here to work and study. We continue to take fewer asylum seekers than our fair share, denying safe routes for legitimate claimants,  which explains the tragedy of dangerous channel crossings led by gangsters. Failure to quickly assess those who come has caused people to live in limbo, unable to contribute. 






