
Resource 10

DIFFICULT CONVERSATIONS ON IMMIGRATION

UNISON North West have produced an “Activists Guide on Immigration” seeking to assist with  Difficult Conversations on Immigration”. This was produced  in Spring 2023  in the aftermath of the Knowsley disturbances. The guide includes a glossary of terms defining different types of immigration and some useful materials.

In addition to setting immigration in context and underpinning why it is a UNISON issue and how our activists can help.  It includes narrative under the following headings:

· Fair Hearing for asylum seekers and refugees.
· Scaremongering dangerous and way off mark. 
· Far Right Migrant hunters hiding behind government (then Conservative) rhetoric. 
· People open to positive views on migration.
· Wages low because of anti-union policies and low demand. Immigration effect low and can be mitigated by policy.
· Immigration has boosted public services in the face of government neglect.
· Women’s rights struggle stabilises global population.
· Britain is not full up : we can manage the people we have.
· Enough space is about how we use it more than numbers of people.
· More people is more help not just more claims on resources.
· Migration is normal and has complemented the Britain we love.
· Climate action now is the way to stabilise future forced migration.
· Level up in Britain , but level up across the world too.
· Free movement of capital hurts more than movement of labour.
· Our University Towns depend on immigration.
· Britain does not take its fair share of global refugees.
· Backlog is the problem
· Controversy around immigration not mainly about numbers.
· Finally, would it not be prudent to wait and see.
· Public services in crisis and living standards falling.
· UNISON calls for real solutions not division and distraction.
· UNISON on your side.






