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Welcome to Conference!

elcome to Brighton! It's day one
of UNISON’s National Delegates
Conference 2024. Thanks for
picking up this first copy of the
North West Newssheet. We'll be publishing
one a day, so look out for it when you get into
the conference hall.

Firstly, a reminder of your Regional
Delegates, who are Joanne Moorcroft and
Glen Williams. They are your go to people if
you’ve got any questions, queries or issues
that need resolving.

Secondly, here’s a quick run through of the
day’s on-the-floor activities.

The start of conference has quite a
predictable order, with a formal opening,
including a moment of remembrance for those
no longer with us, followed by the first two
Standing Orders Committee reports. There
could be a bit of audience participation
required here so get your voting cards ready.
We then get a short presentation of UNISON’s
annual report as well as its financial

statements, all of which have helpfully already
been published. Here are a few fun facts from
them:

UNISON membership grew by just under
7,000 members in 2023, giving us
1,235,250 members. 180,250 of those
are in the North West, making us the
largest region in UNISON.

. 344,992 contacts were made to UNISON
Direct last year.

. Over 415,000 industrial action ballot
papers were sent to members in 2023.

. UNISON’s charity, There for You, paid
out £835,809 to 3,838 members in
financial need during 2023.

. 3,943 members attended some formal
UNISON training last year.

Subscription income for 2023 was £180.3
million, up £7.9 million from the previous year.

Our president, Libby Nolan, will give a
speech, and then we get into the debates, with




Motion 63, The Climate Emergency — Why it
Matters to UNISON, being first on the list.

Motion 6, Challenging the Exploitation of
Migrant Workers, is second on the list.

In the afternoon, we have a second
speaker, Munroe Bergdorf (below), addressing
us immediately prior to debate on motions 72,
Year of LGBT+ Workers — Embedding LGBT+
Equality in Our Union, and 71, LGBT+ Rights.
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Munroe Bergdorf is perhaps most famously
known for being the first trans model to
appear on the cover of Cosmopolitan UK.
She was also the first trans model
employed by L’Oréal, but was dropped just
weeks after her appointment after
comments about race (and was later
reemployed by them on their Inclusion
Advisory Board). Late last year she was
appointed by the United Nation women’s
group as their first UK Champion.

The first ten motions of the remaining order
of business are below. It'll be an impressive
day to get through all of them though.

Motion 9 — Supporting Black Members
Experiencing Racism

Composite C (made up of motions 77, 78
and amendment 77.1) — The Legacy of the
Year of Black Workers

Motion 14 — Speaking ‘In a Personal
Capacity’

Motion 83 (and amendments 83.1 and
83.2) — The Constitution of the United Kingdom
— Reimagined in the Interest of the Majority

Motion 45 (and amendment 45.1) — Cuts
and Finding

Motion 31 (and amendment 31.1) — Time
to Invest Now — Don’t Make Public Service
Workers Pay the Price of Austerity!

Motion 18 — Atrtificial Intelligence

Motion 8 (and amendment 8.1) — Union
Learning is Central to Skills and Development
for UNISON Members and Activists

Motion 28 — A Health and Safety Response
to a National Crisis of Stress and its Effects on
Public Service Workers

Motion 40 — Zane’s Law

Thirdly, the off-the-floor activities. These are
things to do during lunch or after the formal
debating session has finished for the day.
Some provide lunch, though others are less
well funded, so do be prepared.

On Tuesday lunchtime, you’ve got meetings
for Disabled members and LGBT+ members,
as well as fringe events about the Branch
Support and Organising Fund and on Fighting
Racism in Society. There’s also the There for
You AGM.

After Conference, you’ve got a meeting for
Black members. Fringe-wise, you've got a
meeting about the Political Fund, the
International Rally, Reviewing the Organising
Framework, Young Members Mental Health
Matters, Addressing the Childcare Crisis and
Climate Change in UNISON.

Libby Nolan is
UNISON'’s
President. Elected
at the end of last
year’s conference.
Libby is a cardiac
nurse at Swansea’s
Morriston Hospital,
a mum of four and
has been an activist
for over 20 years.




Motion 14 — Speaking in a Personal
Capacity

T his motion seeks to restrict the ability of
members who hold positions in UNISON
from mentioning those positions when
speaking to express their own personal views
— views which may not be in line with UNISON
policy.

This could be seen by some as an attack
on the rights of members. However, the motion
calls for guidance to protect them and
UNISON'’s integrity.

Let's use a hypothetical example: UNISON
is affiliated to the Labour Party. An individual
UNISON member may also be a member of
the Green Party. That member may also be a
member of UNISON’s NEC. If this motion
passes, that NEC member would potentially
not be able to disclose their membership of the
Green Party, even if they made it clear that
they were expressing that political preference
in a personal capacity and not necessarily in
their capacity as a UNISON member holding a
national position.

This is likely to be one of the most
contentious debates of the week. Listen
carefully to the debate and vote accordingly.

The Eric
Roberts
Award

amed after one of UNISON'’s former
presidents, The Eric Roberts Award
celebrates effective and innovative
campaigning by young members — whether on
workplace issues or wider political campaigns.
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The national young members’ forum
decides the winner, with the award being made
at Conference by our current president.

First Time Delegate

What's your name
and which
branch are
you from?
Ryan
Callaghan,
Salford
City
Branch
How long
have you
been a
UNISON activist?
I've been an LGBT+
activist for a long time but around 3 years in
UNISON through my role in schools.

And what made you get involved in
UNISON?

Workplace issues - the challenges and
pressures on schools staff are immense.

What made you come to NDC?

The opportunity to represent the views of our
members and to exercise my voice on their
behalf. Sounds very worthy but we have a lot
to say in Salford!

What was your top moment from
yesterday's Conference?

The powerful feeling of being part a collective.
And what are you most looking forward to
today?

Hopefully getting the opportunity to make a
contribution in the debates.

Where did you eat yesterday?

Fish and chip 'restaurant' - twenty chips for five
quid!

Marks out of ten?

Can | give a minus score?

Favourite thing you've seen in Brighton so
far?

The panoramic view from the Brighton i360
with my branch delegation.

And the most bizarre?

Our fish and chip waitress half way through our
order shedding her uniform to reveal her
shazzy going out gear and ignoring us -
leaving someone else to pick up the service!
Any last words?

The chairs are really uncomfortable and I've
only done two days!




very four years the European
E Championships come along at the
same time as Conference. Have Uefa
got no consideration? Fortunately, the early
afternoon games are no more but today sees
the following games being played in
Germany...
. 5pm Turkey v Georgia

. 8pm Portugal v Czech Republic

As you will have already noticed, Brighton
has got plenty of pubs and, should you fancy a
stroll, Hove has quite a few too.

Sunday night saw two thirds of the News
Now! Team meeting up in the Royal Sovereign
to watch England v Serbia.

The Royal Sovereign is a large free house,
a cockstride from the Conference Centre on
Preston Street, which boasts an island bar and
a beer garden. We mainly drank the 4.0% Best
Bitter in the Saloon Lounge as Gareth
Southgate’s boys squeaked past Serbia in the
game in Gelsenkirchen.

Be warned though: like every other pub in
Brighton and, dare | say it, Southern England
the beer comes it a walloping five pound plus a
pint! And like every other pub, in common with
all Southern pubs, they don’t use sparklers on
their pumps. Nevertheless, the beer was

palatable and came with something of a head
— so not quite the flat Southern beer of popular
Northern legend!

And if you require any sustenance after a
few pints there are any number of restaurants
on Preston Street catering for most tastes and
pockets. It's well worth taking a look.

And Finally...

Finally, a few words from your Conference
Newssheet Team. We hope to keep you
informed and entertained over the week, and
welcome anyone who wants to pitch in and
help us. We work to a deadline of 3pm the day
before, so if you want something added in, get
it to us as soon as possible. The easiest way
to do so is to drop Chris a text or WhatsApp
message on 07972268039 and he’ll tell you
what to do next. You'll find him in the North
West area, though he also has access to the
press and media section.

Chris Dale, Noel Bayley and Adam Hodgson




